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In the spring of 2009, the LORD opened a window of opportunity for TJCII education in Denver.  Six local Messianic 
Jewish Leaders, as well as an Associate Professor from Denver Seminary, responded to an invitation to come to-
gether to learn about the vision of TJCII.  Over ensuing months, it became clear that the LORD was pleased to en-
trust to these servant leaders the honor of making the TJCII Vision known to the Denver church community. 
 
TJCII North America joined in partnership with the locally 
based Promise Keepers organization in this purpose. With the 
dates for the conference set at February 4 and 5, 2010, the 
LORD provided a beautiful setting for the conference to be 
held through the gracious generosity of Church in the City-
Beth Abraham. 
 
We believed that it was important to provide the opportunity for 
church Pastors to listen to those who have walked in the TJCII 
vision over time to share their wisdom.  As we continued to 
work together, a rich program of teaching was developed, and 
the local leaders selected topics for their own presentations 
that reflected, not only the vision of TJCII, but also their di-
verse unity as Messianic Jewish believers in Yeshua. (For a 
list of the session presenters, session topics and to order CD/
DVD of each session online, go to www.ncrsusa.com and 
click on, “Toward Jerusalem Council II Conference,” located in the top, right portion of the web page.) 
 
A panel discussion ended the full day of teaching on Friday, February 5, enabling attendees to ask questions of all 
presenters. The Conference closed with a Shabbat Service on Friday evening, enabling attendees to experience the 
beauty of Shabbat.  Our attendance was strong, with 500 at the opening session, 200 attending the full day of teach-
ing on Friday, and 300 attending the closing Shabbat Service. 
 
The TJCII intercessory team from Estes Park, Colorado was consistently involved in praying through the planning of 
the conference, as well as through the conference itself.  In addition, intercessors from the international TJCII office 
in Dallas, TX joined our local team in the intercessory work during the conference. 
 
We saw the Name of the LORD lifted high as this conference came into being. We continue in prayer that we might 
understand how He will direct us in following through with those who came.  Our hearts are captured anew with the 
amazing extension of G-d’s grace among His people through the vision of Toward Jerusalem Council II. 
 
Arlene Stucki 
TJCII North America Committee Member 
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The Vision of TJCII Presented in Denver, Colorado, U.S.A. 
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Rabbi Marty Waldman pre-
senting, “Toward  
Jerusalem Council II” at 
the Denver conference.  
Seven additional videos are 
available, including: 
“Israel’s Unchanging Role 
in God’s Story,” “The  
Historic Rejection of  
Messianic Jews,” “Women 
of Valor: the Matriarchs 
and the Kingdom,” and 
“The Mystery of God’s Will 
- One New Man.” 
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Our Relationship with the  
Orthodox Jewish Community in Oradea, Romania 

By David Nagy 

 
As a Messianic Jew, I have experienced a few conflicts with the Orthodox Jewish Community (OJC) in Oradea, 
Romania.  For instance, I was called to their presidents’ office where the rabbi from Bucharest, who was in charge 
of the whole country, had come to Oradea just to tell me that I was not Jewish because I believe in  

Yeshua.  Approximately four years ago, for that same reason, they 
did not allow me to carry the Torah scrolls any more on Simchat 
Torah. 

 Later, another rabbi from Hungary moved to Oradea.  When he 
came, OJC people asked about the situation with us, Messianics.  
At that time, they knew that we were only a few Jewish believers 
but that we had officially started the Messianic Jewish Community 
of Oradea.   The rabbi responded that Messianics are still Jews 
but because we believe in Yeshua, we are “sinner Jews”.   

However last year, the Messianic Jewish Community experienced 
several instances of acceptance by the Orthodox Jewish Commu-
nity.  During the Jewish “New Year,” Adonay told us that a new 
beginning has started for us, and it was so. Since then, we were 
not only allowed to participate in the feasts in the synagogue, but 
they ask us not to be absent. I was also asked again to carry the 
Torah scrolls during Simchat Torah. I carried the Torah scrolls and 
I danced and sang together with the Orthodox rabbi, shoulder to 
shoulder. After the service, we went to the synagogue's cantina.  
He wanted me to sit at his right side and together we sang to-
gether which amazed most of the OJC members who were pre-

sent.  When the rabbi was not at the synagogue, they asked us to lead the prayers but the old Orthodox members 
were against it.  At Pesach, I was asked to explain the role of the “afikoman,” the middle matzah which represents 
the Son, the Messiah but of course, I talked about the orthodox interpretation. When our Messianic Jewish Com-
munity prepared for Pesach, the OJC asked us how much meat, wine and matzah we needed and then invited us 
to join in their celebration of the feast, as well.  After Sukkot, the president of the Federation of the Jewish Commu-
nities of Romania visited Oradea and I was asked to attend the meeting.  At this meeting, I was presented as the 
president of the Federation of the Messianic Jewish Communities of Romania. After the meeting, we went to the 
club of the OJC together with the invited officials of the city and the heads of Christian Churches.  There I was in-
troduced by the president of the Oradean Orthodox Jewish Community. This was a great miracle for the Messianic 
Jews in Oradea. All in all, we think that our present relationship with the OJC is a miracle from Adonay. And the 
miracles are still continuing even now. 
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“Adonay told us that a new beginning 
 has started for us, and it was so.  

Since then, we were not only allowed to  
participate in the feasts in the synagogue,  

but they ask us not to be absent.” 
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 David Nagy was raised in a non-religious, Jewish family. At the age of 4, Yeshua appeared to him. At 
the age of 18, he received Yeshua as his personal Savior. Currently, he leads the Messianic Jewish  
Community of Oradea and the Federation of the Messianic Jewish Communities of Romania. David 
Nagy serves as the Rabbi of the Messianic Community in Oradea, Romania.   



A dinner for Catholic leaders in 

the Dallas region was held on 

Thursday, March 11 to take ad-

vantage of Fr Peter Hocken’s visit 

to Baruch HaShem Messianic 

Synagogue.  Ten leaders ac-

cepted the invitation, including 

Msgr Mark Seitz, newly-

nominated as an auxiliary Bishop 

of Dallas; Fr Roch Kereszty, a 

Cistercian professor of theology at 

the University of Dallas with two Cistercian con-

freres; Mark Drogan, president of the Remnant of 

Israel, promoting a Jewish presence in the Catholic 

Church and a greater awareness of the Jewish 

roots of the Church; together with two leaders from 

the Community of God’s Delight, a Catholic charis-

matic covenant community in Dallas, a couple from 

Kerygma Teams, the Catholic arm of Youth With A 

Mission, and an Eastern-rite Catholic of Indian ori-

gin.  The other leaders of Baruch HaShem and their 

wives also took part in the evening.  Marty Waldman 

and Peter Hocken outlined the origins of Toward 

Jerusalem Council II and its subsequent develop-

ment, particularly its spread in the Catholic and Or-

thodox Churches.  For some, the evening opened 

up new issues for our visitors, while for three or four 

it was an opportunity to pursue a dimension in 

which they were already interested. 
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Dallas Catholic Leaders  
Meet to Discuss TJCII Vision 

 

Marty Waldman 
and Peter 
Hocken outlined 
the origin of 
TJCII and its 
development.   

 
Catholic Leaders 
from the Dallas 
area met  
together to discuss 
the TJCII Vision 
with Rabbi Marty 
Waldman and Fr 
Peter Hocken. 

 

The First Meeting of the New 
TJCII Europe  

Executive Committee 

“The newly-formed TJCII Europe Executive  
Committee held its first meeting Jan 28 - 
29, 2010 in Loudwater, Buckinghamshire, 
England.  Those present were Johannes 
Fichtenbauer, Fritzi Turecek, Tim Butlin, 

Peter Hocken, David Nagy, René (not pic-
tured) and Ans Leitner.  A German repre-

sentative had to send apologies at the last 
minute."  - Fr. Peter Hocken 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 

Page 4 

Jewish people value good questions, and tend to be sceptical of ready answers. Christians value a tool kit of  
answers, and worry less about the questions.  Jewish people value struggle. Christians see a way made smooth as 
Divine guidance. A good Jewish argument goes a long way to cement a solid friendship.  Christians avoid this  
unsettling form of bonding.  Jews observe.  Christians celebrate.  Jews must forgive and remember.  Christians must 
forgive and forget.  Jews walk in Israel---Ha’aretz.  Christians visit the Holy land, or perhaps Palestine.   And we could 
go on, describing subtle and not so subtle differences between “the Saturday people” and “the Sunday people”. 
  
So, here is a question that we have been asked many times:  “Why don’t most Jews believe in Yeshua (Jesus)?”  We 
think it’s a good question, even if those who ask it believe that the answer is simple.  If we want to address this ques-
tion from a Christian point of view, we must begin with Theology.  If we want to address this question from a Jewish 
point of view, we must begin with history and culture.  We will begin there. 
 
The Jewish people were created by God as a community---indeed a “ kingdom of priests and a holy nation”.  Yes, the 
roots of the nation lie in the faith of the Fathers, and the merit of Abraham is foundational to God’s everlasting Cove-
nant with the Jews.  But Abraham fathered a COMMUNITY of blessing, and that community remains with us to this 
day, even as promised in the Scriptures.   For 2000 years, the Jewish people were scattered across the face of the 
earth. Miraculously, they have remained a distinct and identifiable people, even though they absorbed much of the 
culture of their host nations.  Certain constants remained intact for them, regardless of their surroundings, providing 
the glue that held them together through centuries of wandering and persecution.  Ahad Ha’Am said, “More than the 
Jews have kept the Sabbath, the Sabbath has kept the Jews”.  
 
The tragic and unavoidable truth is that Christianity/Christendom instigated much of the wandering and persecution of 
the Jewish people over these two millennia.  And because it is a reasonable expectation that Christianity represents 
Yeshua, why in the world would the subject of Yeshua as Messiah of Israel even come up for consideration in Jewish 
conversation?  This is the question raised in answer to our first question. 
  
We live in unprecedented times.  The Jewish people have returned to the Land.   Jews are choosing to consider this 
question; they are looking at Yeshua, through a Jewish lens, as significant to Jewish history, apart from the largely 
gentile church.  The gentile church is beginning to search for her Jewish roots.  Encompassing both quests, there is a 
“vision of hope” that seeks to provide a path of “tikkun”--- reconciliation and restoration that remembers and observes.  
“Toward Jerusalem Council II” is the name that identifies this “vision of hope”.  It is a fresh and honest look at history, 
past, present and future. We invite you to learn with us, and to walk with us as we build this road of repentance, rec-
onciliation and restoration of that which should never have been lost. 

Please send your tax-deductible donations to: 
TJCII 

6304 Belt Line Road 
Dallas, Texas 75254 

USA 
www.tjcii.org 

 

The Aims of TJCII Include: 
 

 Make known the restoration of the Jewish segments of 
the Body of Messiah 

 Foster repentance for the historic suppression of the       
corporate Messianic Jewish witness of Yeshua (Jesus), 
the Messiah  

 Further the calling and election of Israel and the  
 Messianic Jewish Community through intercessory 

prayer, teachings and diplomacy 
 Foster reconciliation and unity between Christians and        

Messianic Jews 

Published by TJCII, a non-profit  
initiative which began in 1995. 
Executive General Secretary: 
Marty Waldman 
Email: egs@tjcii.org 
Editor: Jo Stoll 
Email: editor@tjcii.org 
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Why Don’t Most Jews Believe in Yeshua? 
By Arlene Stucki 
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