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I became acquainted with Rev. 
Amos Semuzima, an Anglican 
priest, while he was in bible school 
in Nairobi.  He is now with Zion 
Temple Church, the biggest Pente-
costal church in Rwanda and Bu-
rundi.  In January we met at Van-
guard to discuss how I could inform 
Church Leaders in Rwanda about 

TJCII.  I was told to be in Rwanda 
on February 24 so I packed my 
bags and flew to Rwanda with the 
first flight and was in Kigali at 8.30 
in the morning and was met by 
Rev. Amos.  We went to meet 
Apostle Paul, the head of Zion 
Temple, and the president of the 
Evangelical Alliance in Rwanda.  

 
Apostle Paul lis-
tened to what we 
had to say about 
the vision of TJCII 
and he responded 
very positively by 
saying it is timely 
and this is the way 
Africa should go.  I 
pointed out to him 
that spiritually 
speaking our DNA 
is undeniably from 

“Replacement The-
ology.”  Although 

Africans are not against Jewish 
people, I told him that there is a 
need repent to Messianic believers.  
We were asked to see the Vice 
President in the Alliance, Bishop 
Enoch who was travelling the same 
day to Europe.  We hoped to be in 
touch with him in the near future. 
 
We then traveled to Butare, a prov-
ince of southern Rwanda, where 
Rev.  Amos has a congregation.  I 
stayed at the Anglican Shalom 
guesthouse there. 
 
The next day, February 25 we met 
with about 23 intercessors of vari-
ous denominations and I shared 
the TJCII vision and told why it is 
important to give priority to prayer 
for this vision.  They were excited 
to hear about Messianic Jewish 
believers and Israel.   
 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 

TJCII Initiative Meetings in RWANDA 
February 24—March 1, 2015 

 

By Elizabeth Utugi Kamau 
 

(Ms. Kamau is with Vanguard Ministry in Nairobi, and our TJCII representative in Africa) 
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Elizabeth Kamau (center) with intercessors 
from many various denominations 
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TJCII Initiative Meetings in RWANDA 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

Many had read about them in the 
Bible, but it seemed to them like a 
fairy tale.  For the remainder of the 
day we prayed together.  I also 
prayed that they would continue to 
carry this burden of the Lord for 
unity in the Body of Messiah until 
something is birthed.   
 
On February 26 we met about 17 
pastors from various denomina-
tions.   As I shared they asked 
many questions, such as “Will the 
Messianic leaders of TJCII come to 
Rwanda so that we can meet 
them, so that we can repent and 
be reconciled with them?”  I as-
sured them that this is our intent.  
However, before the Messianic 
leaders come, we agreed that I 
would go one more time to meet 
an even larger forum of pastors 
and intercessors to share this vi-
sion. 
 

The evening of February 27 we 
had an appointment with the Angli-
can Bishop of Butare in his home.  
He told us that while studying in 

Kenya he prayed that God take 
him to Israel and he did get to visit 
Israel for one month as a part of 
his studies, and that he loves Isra-
el.  He requested us to let him 
know what Bishop Enoch says, 
and that he will pick it up from 
there.  He is very open to the vi-
sion of reconciliation between the 
Church and Messianic Jewish be-
lievers and said that together with 
Bishop Enoch they can make this 
reconciliation a national one. 
 
On Saturday we traveled to Kigali 
to see Bishop Enoch.  When He 
arrived he looked at me and said, 
“We have met before.”  It turns out 
that he was one of those who at-
tended our TJCII Conference in 
Nairobi in 2006!  So all we did was 
to update him on where TJCII is 
now.  By the time we left his office 
we agreed that the third week of 

May, the 18th to 
24th we will have 
follow up meet-
ings in Rwanda.  
We will spend a 
day with each 
of these groups: 
(1) Bishops / Pas-
tors together; 
(2) Intercessors; 
(3) Women lead-
ers; and (4) Youth 
leaders 
 
On Sunday I 
spoke in one of 
Bishop Enoch’s 

churches in Kigali about the im-
portance of praying for Israel and 
the Messianic Jewish believers.  
Then I flew back home. 
 

I thank Ha-
Shem for this 
work, and as 
the doors con-
tinue to open 
we will keep on 
going through.  
This is His 
work and we 
give Him all 
the glory!  We 
are his battle-
axes! 
 
I also want to 
thank Rev. Amos for arranging 
these meetings and travelling with 
me while in Rwanda; Bishop Na-
than and Bishop Enoch for seeing 
me and listening to what I had to 
say; and all the pastors and inter-
cessors in Rwanda.  I plan to see 
you in May!  Thank you Vanguard 
office, leaders, and members for 
your continual support. May Ado-
nai bless all of you.   
 
To my TJCII family, thank you for 
your prayers and support. We have 
printed 1000 copies of the TJCII 
booklet in English!  Please pray 
that we will be able to print the 
TJCII booklet in French.  We also 
need to translate the booklet into 
Kiswahili.  Please pray that we will 
get the right person to do so. 
 
Finally I am looking forward to 
HaShem’s timing when the TJCII 
Leaders will come to Africa and 
there will be a holy explosion! 
 TJCII 

Rev. Amos Semuzima (left front) with Elizabeth Kamau (front 

center left) with pastors from various denominations 

Bishop Enoch  

Disingizimana, Vice 

President of the Evan-

gelical Alliance of 

Rwanda 
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 Impressions of Opening Day —  

TJCII Consultation in Nijkerk, Holland 
 

By One of the Participants 

For the first time, on Friday, 
February 13 my wife and I visit-
ed an opening day of the TJCII 
Consultation in Holland, in our 
Dutch fashion. We were very 
excited to hear Fr. Peter Hock-
en as the main speaker and our 
high expectations were not dis-
appointed.   
 
I knew Fr. Peter from his many 
books and articles and was 
aware of the important role he 
plays in Jewish-Christian rela-
tions, as well as his long-time 
involvement with the Messianic 
Jewish movement.  However, 

this was the first time I had ever 
heard Fr. Peter in person and 
his teaching was outstanding.   
 
One does not often hear such 
solid teaching, so well-informed, 
balanced, and full of wisdom.  
Everything he said was in such 
a manner that made it so easy 
to listen to this senior pioneer 
for hours. 
 
Another beautiful part of the 
meeting was the worship which 
was very well led by Paula Leit-
ner.  The God of Israel was 
greatly glorified and the worship 

was truly spiritual. 
 
Although the meeting was well 
attended with many younger 
participants, I could not help but 
think ‘Why are there not many 
more people attending a meet-
ing like this?’  It was an oppor-
tunity to hear a captivating 
speaker cover highly relevant 
and prophetic issues for the 
church worldwide! 
 
Thank you from our hearts to 
the organizing committee.  We 
learned so much and went 
home inspired. TJCII 

Paula Leitner from Holland, Johanna 
Binder from Austria, and Paul Jaeger 

from Holland 

Fr. Peter Hocken speaking to the group, seated  
next to Paul Jaeger serving as translator 
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Messianic Jewish Leader Visits IRELAND 
December 1—8, 2014 

 

By Eugene Boyle 
 

(Eugene Boyle is a Catholic Lay Leader based in Rostrevor and  

is part of the TJCII Ireland National Committee ) 

Benjamin Berger, a member of the 
TJCII International Leadership Com-
mittee met with the Anglican Archbish-
op of Dublin, Most Rev’d. Dr. Michael 
Jackson, co–Chairman of the Anglican 
Jewish Commission, and his theologi-
cal adviser Rev. William Olhausen.  
The opportunity arose to ask if there 
might be a possibility of initiating an 
Anglican/Messianic Jewish dialogue, 
along the lines of the Roman Catholic/ 
Messianic Jewish dialogue, and Arch-
bishop Michael expressed a positive 
interest in pursuing the matter. 
 
Benjamin’s first public meeting was at 
St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth 
(Ireland’s major Catholic Diocesan 
Seminary), where his talk, “Christian 
Unity – Messianic Jews the Key?” was 
warmly received by a student audi-
ence of over 50.  Fr. Hugh Connolly, 
President of the College, kindly invited 
Benjamin for a meal and a chat be-
forehand.  
 
He next spoke to a gathering of 60 
people in Longford, 90 miles from 
Dublin.  He then travelled north across 
the border and met with the leader of 
YWAM in their base in Rostrevor.  
There Benjamin conducted an Open 
Day, which consisted of two teaching 
sessions:  on God’s covenant with 
Abraham; and on the significance for 
Church unity of the re-emergence of 
Messianic believers in our day.  This 
was followed by a time for questions 
and focused prayer. 
 
The following day, Benjamin met with 
the local Catholic Bishop John 
McAreavey, discovering several mutu-
al friends in Jerusalem, and giving 
Bishop John his first introduction to the 

existence of Messianic Jewish believ-
ers.  Benjamin continued north to Bal-
lymena for a public meeting chaired by 
a Christian MLA (Member of Legisla-
tive Assembly in Belfast), David McIl-
veen, who outlined the vision for his 
party’s newly-launched pro-Israel 
group and led a one minute silence for 
the four rabbis and Druze police officer 
murdered recently in Jerusalem.  Ben-
jamin’s trip ended with a leaders’ 
meeting in Dublin. 
 
In his trip, Benjamin spoke of God’s 
goal being for Israel to come to know 
Yeshua as their Messiah, in Whom 
alone all the promises can be fulfilled.  
God’s promise of the land to Abraham 
and his descendants is an integral part 
of The Covenant and cannot be bro-
ken.  We need to look, not just at Isra-
el as it is today, but at where Israel is 
heading – what God is doing with Isra-
el and how He is moving to finish what 
He, the covenant-making God, began.  
The ultimate basis of Israel’s existence 
as a nation today is God’s promise to 
Abraham in Gen. 15.  The fulfilment of 
His promise will be for the blessing 
and reconciliation of the nations. 
 
God’s original purpose of restoration 
involved the reconciliation of believing 
(Messianic) Jews with believing Gen-
tiles, in what Paul terms “One New 
Man.”  God’s “commonwealth of Isra-
el” now incorporates both Jew and 
Gentile on an equal footing of faith in 
the Messiah, both together equally 
forming the “called out ones” 
(“ecclesia”) of God. 
 
This communion of Messianic Jewish 
believers and believing Gentiles was 
ruptured in the early centuries of the 

Church, when the Gentile leadership 
forced the Jewish believers to assimi-
late or be excommunicated.  With the 
growing re-emergence in our days of 
Messianic Jews, God is acting to 
begin to heal this first, centuries-old 
breach in the Church.   
 
If the divided Church of today will co-
operate with God by embracing this 
long-missing Jewish part of the Body 
with the same Spirit-led unconditional 
acceptance with which the original 
Jewish “ecclesia” embraced the 
emerging Gentile “ecclesia,” God will 
open the way for the healing of our 
Gentile divisions.   
 
In his fellowship with us, and with all 
those he met, Benjamin modeled his 
message –- “How good and how 
pleasant it is for brothers to dwell to-
gether in unity.  Therein God com-
mands the blessing.” 
 
After his trip, he wrote, “May the Lord 
continue to inspire you and use you in 
Ireland to open up the way for people 
to hear and to understand concerning 
God's plan and purposes with Israel.   
The Messianic Jews who understand 
their calling to the nations are an in-
strument in God’s hand to bridge the 
enormous gap that has existed for 
nearly the whole history of the Church 
between Israel and the Christian na-
tions.  May the Lord prosper you in the 
way that He leads you in Ireland to 
bring his message concerning Israel 
and the messianic Jews to the people 
of Ireland, both Catholic and 
Protestant.” 
 
A challenging brief!  
 

TJCII 
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ECUMENICAL PRAYER WEEK 

Saturday January, 17, 2015 started the Ecumenical Prayer 
Week in Oradea, Romania.  For the first two days we were 
invited to both the Orthodox Cathedral and the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral.   

 
This was a unique opportunity and we pray for the Lord’s 
plan and will to be done through it.  We met many congrega-
tional leaders, including the Chief Orthodox Rabbi of Roma-
nia of their federation; bishops, priests and evangelical pas-
tors; and hundreds of believers who filled the cathedrals.   
 
The seventh day of the Ecumenical Prayer Week was held in 
the Synagogue of the Messianic Jewish Community in Ora-
dea. 
 
We met together with congregants and priests from the Ro-
man Catholic, Greek Catholic, Reformed, Lutheran, and Uni-

tarian church-
es.  In addition, 
among our 
guests and 
speakers were 
Pentecostal 
and Pentecos-
tal Charismatic 
Pastors, as 
well as other 
priests and 
ministers. 
 
 

ROMANIA — TWO EXCITING EVENTS IN ORADEA 
By Rabbi David Nagy 

(Rabbi David Nagy, President and Founder of the Messianic Jewish Community of Romania) 

HAVDALAH SERVICE 

It has finally happened!  On Saturday, February 28 the first 
joint Havdalah (closing of Shabbat) ceremony was celebrat-
ed by the Orthodox Jewish and Messianic Jewish communi-
ties together.  This was meant to courageously demonstrate 
that the Jews in Romania are not afraid, we are safe, and 
can be Jews openly.  It was held in the center of our City in 
the front of the State Theater.   
 
The local T.V. station also came out to this event.  It is both 
historic and prophetic to see the cooperation between the 
Orthodox Jewish and Messianic Jewish communities, to-
gether saying the prayers and blessings of the Havdalah 
service at the closing of Shabbat. 

In the Orthodox Cathedral 

Rabbi Nagy in the Roman Catholic Cathedral (CONTINUED ON PAGE 6) 

Rabbi Nagy (on the left), next to the President of the Orthodox 
Jewish Community of Oradea (center), and the Director  

of the Orthodox Jewish Community Center (right)  
lighting the Havdalah candles together 



 
The Vision of TJCII  

 Uniting Jews and Gentiles for the Return of Yeshua: John 17 –
Working toward reconciliation between Christian and Messianic Jewish 
communities.   

 Working toward the Second Jerusalem Council:  Acts 15 – The 

Jewish apostles of Yeshua did not require Gentiles to become Jews.  A 
second Jerusalem Council would see the Gentile church welcome Jew-
ish believers in Yeshua complete with their Jewish identity and practice. 

 Encouraging Unity that Leads to Restoration:  Romans 11 – The 

work of TJCII is foundational for both Christian and Messianic Jewish 
ministries. 

 Preparing the Way for Yeshua’s Return:  Zechariah 8 – Restoring 

Jewish believers to their rightful place in the Body of Messiah prepares 
the way for Yeshua’s return. 

Published by TJCII, a non-profit  
initiative which began in 1995 
Executive General Secretary: 
Rabbi Marty Waldman 
Editor: Carole Wright 
Website: www.tjcii.org 
Email: egs@tjcii.org 
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ROMANIA — TWO EXCITING EVENTS IN ORADEA 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 

On Sunday the 25th the Ecumenical Prayer Week came to 
an end at the Greek-Catholic Cathedral in Oradea. 

 
It was a wonderful week of many good experiences and we 
hope the beginning of many new relationships within the 
body of Messiah. 
 
At our own synagogue I took the opportunity to speak to all 
our visitors about TJCII.  We are hopeful that these church 
leaders will catch the vision. 
 
I thank you very much for all your prayers.  Intercession is 
absolutely necessary to all that we do and accomplish. 

It is very hopeful that this cooperation between our commu-
nities will continue.  We are in a spiritual battle with the pow-
ers of evil and the darkness of those who would oppose this 
unity.  We thank you for and request your continuing prayers 
and intercession for us as we move forward.   
 

TJCII 

Rabbi Nagy speaking in the Greek-Catholic Cathedral 

ECUMENICAL PRAYER WEEK HAVDALAH SERVICE 

Worshippers outside the State Theater in Oradea  
at Havdalah service at the close of Shabbat 


