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Shavuot (Pentecost)
by Arlene Stucki

Shavuot will occur this year on Friday, May 29/Sivan 6, 5780 (by Church tradition,
Pentecost Sunday, May 31).  This significant day, one of the three pilgrimage feasts,
was given to the children of Israel as the culmination of the spring feasts. 

Shavuot occurs 50 days after the bringing of the first fruits of the agricultural harvest
to come.  Jewish people count up the days from Passover to Shavuot. Shavuot
represents the very purpose of the deliverance of the people of Israel from their
bondage in Egypt.  When they arrived at Mt. Sinai, they learned the purpose of their
freedom—to be a kingdom of servant priests to all nations so that all people might
have access to the Master of the Universe by His Spirit, and know him. (Exodus
19:1-24:18) The Lord appeared to the people of Israel at Mt. Sinai in fire and gave
them his commandments.  They stood trembling before him.  This is the only time in
history that one nation stood before the Lord.  And to this day, Israel lives.  Israel is
the only living witness to the fact that God exists and that the scriptures are true.

This nation, irrevocably chosen by the Lord, received his teaching at Mt. Sinai and
has communicated the truth that people from all nations might know that we need a
redeemer.  Spiritually, Shavuot (Pentecost) also represents the very purpose of the
sacrifice of Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus the Christ)—the promise of the New
Covenant. (Jeremiah 31:31-34)  Under the New Covenant, the teaching of the Lord
is inscribed on the human heart through the pouring out of the Ruach HaKodesh
(Holy Spirit) upon all who come to faith in Him.

The Temple ritual surrounding this feast (Leviticus 23:15-22) included the priests
waving two loaves of leavened bread before the Lord.  In the scriptures, leaven can
represent sin.  I believe the two loaves of Shavuot provide a picture of Jew and
Gentile, both in need of a Redeemer.  As they are lifted up together, the two loaves
also present an image of the One New Man promise in Ephesians 2:11-3:6.  The
vision of TJCII is grounded in this promise.
 



 
See video below. 

Rabbi Marty discusses Shavuot/Pentecost and two miracles involving the Jewish
people.

Watch for our next email in two weeks!
Add egs@tjcii.org to your contacts list.

*The opinions and perspectives expressed in this issue may not reflect the views of TJCII.
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