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Chanukah Lights in Budapest
By Andrea Simonyi

   
A TJCII Intercessor in Hungary

 
 

In 1945 the Hungarian Arrow Cross (a national political party) controlled the

Church and the city streets.  They committed serial mass murders against the

Orthodox Jewish community of Buda:  its Jewish citizens; doctors and

patients of two Jewish hospitals; and inhabitants of a home for the elderly.  A

close relationship existed between the local Catholic community and the Arrow

Cross.  They were like the evil shepherds described in the Book of Ezekiel who

allowed wild animals to destroy lives. 

 

As an act of intercession, our group came together this Chanukah to light a

Chanukiah near a church at this site.  Among those coming were a reformed

pastor, a Greek orthodox priest, a Catholic community leader, Messianic Jews,

and a Free Church person.  The Orthodox Jewish rabbi of the old people's

home (also a target of Arrow Cross murders) prayed the blessings . 

 

We had spiritual battles, but we were doing this to prepare for a deeper

movement of repentance in Hungary, because Yeshua himself celebrated

Chanukah in Jerusalem, (Book of John, chapter 10), and because we believe

that the light of the Lord shines into darkness.  As is often the case, the full

impact of this light is yet to be seen.

The oil was a gift to us from a Messianic Jewish sister in Israel.  The

Chanukiah was a gift to the man who spoke about Jesus celebrating

Chanukah.  It came from Baruch HaShem Messianic congregation in Dallas,

Texas.  It may have been the first time ever at this Festival of Lights that he

personally celebrated his heritage.  So the Chanukiah was a challenge to

suppressed Jewishness and compromised spiritual freedom of Jewish identity,

which is the terrible legacy of the second generation of Jewish survivors of the

Shoah.  We started from a place of anguish and grief over our dark history, but

moved towards light and joy.  We persevered in lighting one more candle each

night, Messianic Jews, an Orthodox Jew, and Gentile Christians, coming

together at the former hub of Arrow Cross activity and mass crime. 

 

One night a couple joined us from Jewish-Catholic backgrounds.  We sang and

interceded in prayer for the Jewish people.  On day seven a Greek Orthodox

priest joined us, among others.  We were supernaturally connected with a

former community leader of Jewish descent in the Catholic Church who in the

1980’s founded a community called "The Lion of Judah."  We had been looking

for him for months and during these days of our candle lighting, the Lord

provided his phone number from totally unlikely sources. 

 

On the last night I felt strongly led by the Lord to take an Israeli flag as a sign

of the resurrection of the Jewish people.  We waved the flag symbolically

towards the empty plot that was the former headquarters of the Arrow Cross. 

As a young Jewish family walked by they were amazed that we were

celebrating Chanukah here!  This really moved them deeply!  It was a sign to

me that Yeshua wants us to keep our hearts and eyes focused on the Land to

which He will return, even while we deal with a very dark history here. 

The first night of lighting the Chanukiah from Baruch HaShem was followed by

days of spiritual battle (harsh winds and rain trying to blow out our candles,

family difficulties, pressures for Christmas dinners and socializing, etc., and

biting cold).  As we persevered we started to experience a real breakthrough.  I

don’t think I have ever sensed as much of the glory and eternal holiness of the

Torah made complete by Yeshua the Son of God, holding me up when I did not

have much of my own inner strength left. 

 

I thank all who prayed for our protection, for breakthroughs, and for the Lord's

intense presence.  We now pray that all our Jewish friends who participated (a

young rabbi, a Holocaust survivor, and a young Jewish student) will be filled

with the light of Yeshua and the Holy Spirit.  The Lord is doing miracles and I

have a definite sense that he is asking us to maintain the battle of spiritual

dedication.  After all, Chanukah commemorates the re-dedication of the Temple

to the Lord.

[Click here to see the film clip with English subtitles]

 

Reports from the 2016
Annual TJCII Meeting in Israel

Several reports about the recent annual meetings in Israel have
been received from TJCII intercessors as well as members of the
TJCII International Leadership Council.  The meetings  were held
in Jerusalem September 11 through 23, 2016.  It was consistently
reported by participants that this was the best meeting TJCII has
had since they began many years ago.  Here are two participant’s
observations that express this sentiment, followed by a joint
statement by the ILC:

From Father Peter Hocken, ILC Member:
Father Peter Hocken was ordained as priest
for the Catholic Diocese of Northampton,
England in 1964 and received his PhD in 1984
from the University of Birmingham, England. 
He is a British citizen, presently living in
Austria.  Father Peter has been a leading
voice in the Catholic Charismatic Movement.

In my view, this was one of the best meetings of the TJCII International

Leadership Council.  Four members of the ILC were appointed to serve as an

executive committee.  Their work has been effective in taking on the more

administrative decision-making, which now allows the ILC as a whole to have

the time to perform their work properly and without pressure. 

 

We had a positive meeting with a dozen Israeli Messianic leaders in the land. 

We also made progress toward having a Jerusalem base, opting for an interim

solution while a longer-term goal in the Old City is pursued.

 

This year we welcomed Dr. Doug Beacham of the International Pentecostal

Holiness Church as a guest.  Also, having Rabbi Boris Grisenko (who leads the

Messianic Congregation in Kiev, Ukraine) was a great help, particularly in

discussing how to reach the Russian-speaking Messianic congregations in

Israel.

From Vera Garcia, International Intercessor:
Vera Garcia, originally from Brazil, has lived
in the United States for the last 22 years; is a
professional counselor; has been a TJCII
International intercessor for 7 years; and is a
member of Baruch HaShem Synagogue in
Dallas, Texas.
 

Every year the International Leadership Council (ILC) of Toward Jerusalem

Council II meets to deliberate on what God has put on their hearts for TJCII. 

For the last five years I have had the privilege to pray with intercessors from

many different countries that come to intercede on behalf of the ILC.  Usually

we meet during the week prior to their meeting, seeking the Lord’s face,

preparing the way for our Jewish and Gentile brothers to hear from God, and to

be “of one accord.”  We spend this first week fasting and praying together. 

During the second week, while the ILC holds their meetings, we continue to

pray for them. 

This year we gathered in Kyriat Yearim, the place where the Ark of the

Covenant was for approximately 25 years, before King David took it to

Jerusalem. Our prayer time together was extraordinarily blessed. The presence

of the Holy Spirit was palpable, evidenced by the unity among the intercessors.

It is very exciting to seek the Lord’s face and hear His voice in our hearts, as

we intercede for Yeshua’s prayer in John 17 to be answered.  Once again, as

we have seen in past years, whatever the Lord was revealing to the

intercessors in Kyriat Yearim, was also being addressed in the ILC gathering. 

It is humbling to see this happen; the King of the universe, the Lord of lords,

inclines His ear to the intercession of His people.  He reveals His heart and

mind to us, and invites us to be co-laborers with Him.

 

The TJCII International Intercessors also participated in four different prayer

watches at Succat Hallel in Jerusalem.  We praised the Lord at this very special

place, and again experienced the unity of the Spirit in a profound way.  We

proclaimed that there is only One God, the God of Israel, who loves both Jews

and Gentiles, and yearns for unity in the Body of Messiah.  The presence of

God was so intense in these meetings, both in the prayer watches and the

intercession for the ILC, that many times we couldn’t even move.  We didn’t

want to leave His presence!

 

In the middle of the second week the intercessors were invited to spend some

time with the ILC to share with them what the Lord was showing us.  The

intercessors always enjoy this time because it gives us an opportunity to

interact with the ILC, and to confirm the direction of the Spirit of God.  We were

encouraged because many of the leaders shared that this year their meeting

was more productive than ever.  The ILC believes it is because of prayer.  We

give all glory to God.

 

Summary of Main Discussion Points from a special meeting of the ILC
Convened to Address Concerns Raised by Some Brothers

 
We print here a report of an important discussion held by the ILC in September at
their annual meeting in Israel.  The ILC may hold such a discussion whenever any
controversial issue threatens the unity of the brothers.  The report that follows
explains the concerns that made this discussion necessary.  The background to
this discussion was the opposition to TJCII in Israel from some Messianic leaders
who are highly critical of Catholic participation in TJCII.  ILC members faced with
this criticism were seeking help in how to respond to these critics as well as
reassurance from the Catholic members on the ILC.

1. We, the ILC, can report to our friends and supporters that brothers were able to

express their deep concerns about recent events and episodes involving Pope

Francis, particularly a video which seemed to sanction universalistic concepts,

his participation with non-Christian religious leaders for example at Ground

Zero in New York and in Assisi, and a failure to be sufficiently discerning in

relation to Islam. 

2. By questioning our Catholic brothers, we explored Catholic teaching with a view

to what Francis carries as core beliefs.  Referring to the basic teaching documents

of the Catholic Church (such as Documents from Vatican Council II; Catechism;

the Document: 50 Years after Nostra Aetate from Dec 2015; the Joint Catholic–

Lutheran Declaration on Justification by Faith; and others), they assured us that

neither Francis nor the Catholic Church is unorthodox concerning core Christian

doctrine, nor is there any evidence that the Catholic Church is experiencing any

kind of alarming drift toward one world religion.  Despite these explanations,

some brothers still have their concerns.  However, some of these differences of

doctrine and theology among ILC brothers are not only between the Catholics

and the others, e.g.  the question of the possible salvation of non-believers in

Yeshua.  These differences are not new, but they are exposed again when

controversies arise.

3. We have gained a new level of sensitivity to how the Messianic community in

Israel perceives different statements from and actions by the Vatican.  Our

attention was drawn to the different roles being played by the Pope (i.e.  when the

Pope is speaking diplomatically on the world stage, his role as leading voice for

the Christian world as in his concerns for minority Christian communities

suffering under ISIS, his role as teacher of the Catholic Church).

4. We accepted a Catholic proposal that there is a need to prepare for a repentance

over the Roman Catholic history in the Land, especially relating to the history of

the Latin Patriarchate and we placed this proposal on the agenda for the ILC

meeting that followed.

5. We recognized that there is much Catholic vocabulary and popular practice that

cause particular concern to Evangelical Christians and also to Messianic Jews

leading them to exclude Catholics from the Body of Christ and even to treat the

Catholic Church as an heretical cult.  In this moment when Pope Francis is

seeking to build bridges to Pentecostal and Evangelical Christians, it is important

that these obstacles to understanding be brought to the attention of Catholic

leadership. 

6. Even with and through very honest communication with each other, though we

did not reach agreement, we ended with even greater compassion, empathy, and

admiration for each other, understanding that our “worlds” are so different in

the use and meaning of words and signs even though we belong to the same Body

of Messiah. 

7. We have recognized that we again need constant miracles to go forward, ending

in a place of humility in prayer before the Lord.  We wish to emphasize that our

unity is in our shared vision for Jewish–Gentile reconciliation in Yeshua, the

only Messiah of Israel and the only Saviour of the world.

KAIROS Conference
and the Alleluia Community

 

By Donna Ballard
Director of Outreach, TJCII

The Alleluia Community of Augusta, Georgia hosted a four-day KAIROS

Conference in July 2016, led by Matteo Calisi, a leader in the Reconciliation

Movement.  Founded in the early 1970s, the Alleluia Community practices

“spiritual ecumenism,” and they believe that, not only has God called them to

covenant to live life together, but that He also has supernaturally given them

the grace to do so.  Founded by four families, they are led by elders and

overseers that encourage attendance at worship services representing their

own denomination on the weekends, but live life together the rest of the week. 

This includes weekly meetings, social gatherings, conferences, K-12 school,

and life celebrations and events. 

 

Including children, there are approximately 700 members of the Community

and about 350 families/single households.  Each adult member participates in

the Alleluia Community’s 24/7 prayer.  Upon first hearing of TJCII, the

leadership added prayer for TJCII to the existing covenant prayer guidelines. 

Several members have participated in many TJCII events and now they have

formed a new TJCII Prayer Group that meets monthly.  It was very encouraging

to see the dedication of the TJCII intercessory prayer group – several of whom

are Jewish.  This is their life’s calling along with unity in the Body of Messiah. 

Bob and Janet Hatfield organize the prayer group and said that the KAIROS

Conference brought a renewed sense of enthusiasm.  

 

Along with Matteo Calisi, some of the speakers at the KAIROS Conference

were Pastor Bob Arnott of Catch the Fire Church (formally Toronto Airport

Church), Toronto, Canada; Rabbi Boris Grisenko, Kiev Messianic Synagogue;

Pastor Giovanni Traettino, Evangelical Church of Reconciliation, Buenos Aires,

Brazil; Bishop Eduardo Nevares, Bishop Sean Larkin, Bishop Gregory

Hartmayer, Dr.  Kevin Ranaghan, Joe Tosini and a healing service with Damian

Stayne.  There was also a panel on  "Unity in Diversity” consisting of Pastor

Giovanni Traettino,  Gary Kinnaman, Dr.  Kevin Ranaghan, and  Donna Ballard. 

The four days were very full with time given for fellowship and getting to know

each other. 

 

Most of the members of the Alleluia Community live in close proximity to each

other and many share a back yard that is several blocks long, making for a

wonderful outdoor park-like area for community meals, events and concerts. 

The conference began Wednesday evening with an outside “backyard”

gathering.  The spirit of love and hospitality was evident from the beginning. 

The community is about 65% Catholic with the rest being Protestant and about

5% Messianic Jews.  In my view, the most significant attributes of the KAIROS

Conference were the spirit of unity among such diverse people and the

presence of the Holy Spirit during our gatherings. 

 

There was time to talk with the leadership who shared with much humility

about the last 40 years.  They said the need would often arise to make changes

as a community, and that it was important to not hold onto ideas and rules that

do not produce life.  “Major in the majors and not the minors” was the

recurring theme. 

 

There were several positive outcomes for TJCII.  Some examples are:

 

The future possibility of a TJCII event in Canada through contacts made

at the conference.

Strengthening of the TJCII intercessory group in Georgia.

Building a relationship with the Community of God’s Delight in Dallas,

Texas.

Interaction with people interested in the NOW Generation.

The opportunity to speak about Messianic Jewish believers to people

who actively work toward reconciliation in the Church, yet have very little

knowledge of the Messianic Movement. 

Welcoming in the Shabbat with conference attendees in the home of one

of the Jewish members of the Alleluia Community.

I came away with an observation – While we are seeing the miraculous work of

reconciliation worldwide between various streams within the Church, this often

does not include reconciliation with the Messianic Jews.  Of course, this is

why we were invited to the KAIROS Conference.  However, even when the

Messianic Jewish community is included, they are often thought of as just

another denomination – similar to the Baptists, the Presbyterians, and the

Lutherans – as if all are different Christian denominations that need to be in

unity. 

 

It is my opinion that clarity is needed in this regard.  The Messianic

Community, being the “resurrection from the dead,” is the Jewish side of the

Olive Tree.  There is a great need for the Gentile side (one half of the equation)

of the “One New Man,” to be in unity, thus enabling the actual goal of

reconciliation with the Messianic Jews, (the other half) to fulfill the phrase,

“Jews and Gentiles United for the Messiah’s Return.”  Reconciliation  will only

be complete with the presence of the Messianic Jewish Community. 

 

The leaders said that many people came to them wanting to know more about

the Messianic Jewish Community and many came to me as well.  There was a

sense of longing and repentance as well among the attendees after hearing

about the Messianic Community.  Here are two meaningful comments made by

conference participants:

 

One elderly lady tearfully asked, “But do you think that the Jews who

believe in Jesus would be willing to be with us?  I don’t know because

we have done so much against them.” I reassured her that, not only was

she welcomed and needed, but TJCII was made up of believers from all

the different streams of the Body of Messiah.

One of the Bishops said to me, “Just think of it, (Messianic Jews) not

only have the divine blood of Jesus that atones for sins, but (they have)

the actual human blood of Jesus running through their veins.  This is

why we must respect the Jews.”

 

Even though I am not Catholic, a highlight for me was Saturday mass.  The

liturgy was alive through the devotion of the worshippers.  To hear 400 people

simultaneously begin singing in the Spirit, in beautiful sustained harmony, was

powerful.  It seemed to be a foreshadowing of eternity when we will be together

in perfect unity with our Savior.  

Open Days in the Netherlands
By Paula Leitner

Paula Leitner lives in the Netherlands and is the
co-coordinator for the TJCII European Intercessors. 

She also serves with the core team on the
NOW Generation Europe

It is common in the whole of the Netherlands for schools and universities to

have Open Days for new students to visit and be able to make informed

choices.  All kinds of other organizations have these Open Days, sometimes

called Day of the Open Door.

 

At the end of August to the beginning of September was a week of Open Days

organized by various ministries related to Israel.  We had a bookstand and

gave a workshop on TJCII with a very positive response.  We held another

Open Day on November 4th and concluded with a Shabbat meal for those who

wanted to participate. 

 

For the remainder of the weekend we held two Messianic concerts, one on that

Friday evening, and another on Sunday afternoon.  Avner and Rachel Boskey

lead worship at a Messianic congregation and spoke on Shabbat morning. 

They also sang some songs on Sunday morning in the church service where

the second concert was given.  This was a wonderful time of sharing and

worship.

Your tax-deductible donations are what enable TJCII to
continue the mission of restoration and reconciliation of
Jews and Gentiles around the world.
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