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It was with sorrow, and yet with thanksgiving, we learned that the Lord called
Monsignor Peter Hocken home to Himself in the early morning hours of
Shabbat, June 10, 2017. It was just weeks before his 85th birthday.
 
Fr. Peter served on the TJCII International Leadership Council (formerly, the
TJCII International Executive Committee) since the beginning years. A
recognized scholar, his humility and wisdom served as a guidepost to TJCII’s
diverse leadership.
 
Fr. Peter meant so much to us all that words seem inadequate. He was
certainly first and foremost a devoted disciple of Yeshua. He served as a
mentor to multiple generations, and had a special place in his heart for the
TJCII NOW Generation. His impact left a personal and significant mark on our
lives.

As a young priest of the diocese of Northhampton, England, he served many
years teaching moral theology at Oscott College. For 20 years, Father Peter
was a community member as first chaplain in the Mother of God Community in
the United States, returning to England in 1996 to serve as the Bishop’s
secretary. It seemed that the Holy Spirit was calling him to spend the remainder
of his years at the frontier between Western and Eastern Europe, believing this
was the right place for his ministry of unity. He moved to Austria in 2002,
eventually living in his own home in Hainburg for the last nine years.
 
Fr. Peter was a servant of God, friend, and a priest serving the Body of Christ
all over the world until his last breath. The Lord gave him extraordinary intellect
and wisdom to provide comprehensive logical explanations for developments
taking place within the Church, notably after the second Vatican Council. He
was an authority, renowned worldwide on the history of the Catholic charismatic
renewal and Pentecostal movement.

He dedicated his whole life to the efforts of reconciliation among Christians, and
also between Christians and Messianic Jews. He was an international leader in
the TJCII movement. He often taught and preached about God‘s love for God’s
Chosen People, the Jews.
 
All of his work was oriented toward preparing the Church for the coming of the
Lord in glory. As a spiritual father, he gathered around him, through his brilliant
gift of teaching, a spiritual family of younger people, who came to be called the
Maranatha family.
 
We thank the Lord for the privilege to have walked with Fr. Peter through the
seasons of his life. We are grateful and praise the Lord for all the blessings we
received through him. In this, we are able to celebrate a life well lived. May his
remembrance be a blessing, even as he hears the words of his Savior, “Well
done, good and faithful servant!”

Fr Peter and the TJCII NOW Generation

Please see the following links for videos involving Fr Peter:

The Church of the One New Man
By Father Peter Hocken

Edited from an article previously included in the Spring 2010 TJCII
Communiqué, this message formed part of a talk given by Fr. Peter Hocken in
Odessa, Ukraine on May 22, 2010. He often spoke from Ephesians 2 which
represented the heart of his message to the Church regarding unity and the
One New Man.

In Ephesians 2, Paul speaks of “the One New Man,” of Jew and Gentile, made
into “one body ... through the cross” by which “the wall of hostility” is destroyed
(vs. 15-16). This is God's model for the unity in the Body of Messiah, the
Church. The Church is made up of the Jewish disciples of Yeshua, who remain
Jews, and Gentile disciples who remain Gentiles.

The same model is presented with different imagery in Romans 11. Here the
Jews form the cultivated olive tree and the Gentiles are branches of a wild olive
tree that has been grafted into the natural olive tree. The engrafting
emphasizes the foundational role of Israel and the first place of the Jews. The
One New Man expresses complementary and equal dignity in Messiah.

The decision of the apostles and elders of Jerusalem, described in Acts 15,
made this teaching possible – explained first in Romans and then in Ephesians.
A conflict had broken out in Antioch, the city where pagans had first come to
faith in Jesus.
“Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the brothers:
'Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you
cannot be saved.' This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and
debate with them.” (Acts 15: 1-2)
The Holy Spirit led the apostles and elders into a remarkable unity, so that they
write about their final united decision:
“It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us.” (Acts 15:28).

There were four main contributions to this debate: Peter (Kefa), Barnabas, Paul
(Sha’ul), and James (Yakov). Peter, Paul and James had different callings
within the one body. Because of these different callings, they had different
concerns, which led to distinctive emphases. Clearly James, as leader of the
Jerusalem community, was in a special way the custodian of the Jewish
heritage and the Jewish roots in the church. Peter had a leadership role among
the twelve, and Paul was the apostle to the nations. It is the word of James that
is decisive.
 
We see here that the unity of the Jewish believers in Yeshua is foundational for
the unity of the whole body, Jew and Gentile. The unity of the Jewish believers
is far more important and foundational than most Messianic Jews have
realized. Since 1996, I have been part of Toward Jerusalem Council II (TJCII),
an initiative that is totally focused on the restoration of the church of the One
New Man. Within TJCII we experience a strong spiritual opposition to this work
of the Lord. In some way, the devil knows that the full reconciliation of Jew and
Gentile in the one body will open the door for the coming of the Lord Yeshua in
glory.

This spiritual opposition is strongest against the Messianic Jewish brothers
leading this initiative. But this spiritual opposition is visible in Acts 15.
Immediately after this remarkable demonstration of unity in Jerusalem, a sharp
conflict arises between Paul and Barnabas in Antioch. Paul and Barnabas, who
had together pioneered the mission to the nations, divide over John Mark's
suitability for their second missionary journey. “They had such a sharp
disagreement that they parted company.” (Acts 15:39).

All those working for the One New Man need to recognize that it will be a big
battle all the way. We must be on guard against all that divides. We need prayer
protection. The Messianic Jewish brothers need this protection even more than
the Gentiles. This is true because their particular calling is foundational to the
unity realized in the One New Man.
 

TJCII ILC Meeting in Jerusalem
By Rabbi Marty Waldman

Our International Leadership Council (ILC) meeting this past October in
Jerusalem was the first without our dear brother Father Peter Hocken.  We all
knew this year would be a year of transition.  Mondays have always been
reserved for fasting and prayer but this Monday we spent mourning the loss of
Peter together.  We watched a video of Peter’s last public appearance as he
participated in a four-person teaching panel at the Urbana Pontifical University
in Rome exactly 7 days prior to his passing.  This grieving process was
necessary for us all as we continued to reminisce and recall Peter’s life and
how much he meant to us as a person and a scholar.  His contribution to TJCII
was so immense that only the LORD can calculate it.
 
In addition, we had a wonderful time of fasting and prayer.  The prayer time was
so good that we all felt somewhat surprised and made numerous positive
comments on how the LORD led us during our hours of prayer together.  Most
of us have been walking together for twenty-plus years, so to be surprised by
the LORD’s presence was very refreshing.  May Yeshua continue to surprise us
with the presence of His Spirit!

TJCII International Intercessors in Jerusalem gather for a time of fellowship and
teaching

Our annual meeting with Israeli Messianic and Arab Christian leadership was
well attended and productive.  The ILC is excited to see an increased level of
enthusiasm for TJCII among believing Jews and Arabs.  These two groups
together will greatly inform the direction of TJCII in the Land of Israel and
beyond.  Thank you LORD!
 
It is my pleasure to inform you that we have added two wonderful men to the
ILC: Boris Grisenko from Kiev and Doug Beacham from Oklahoma.  Boris is the
Rabbi of the largest Messianic congregation in the former Soviet Union and
perhaps in the entire world.  He brings a whimsical, but often serious and
practical presence of the Holy Spirit to our council.  He is a wonderful and
humble man of G-D.  Bishop Doug is the General Superintendent of the
International Pentecostal Holiness Church (IPHC).  Doug brings tremendous
experience, global connections with other Christian leaders and a servant’s
heart in the LORD.  The work of G-D in Doug’s life is very apparent in his joy-
filled and godly character. 
 
All the members of the ILC came away from our weeklong meeting with new
vision and hope for TJCII.  The heart of G-D for a younger generation of TJCII
adherents became our heart.  In order to accommodate our sense of G-D’s
heart we all gained a new openness to a bit of restructuring that will accomplish
the call of G-D for TJCII.  Please pray for the ILC as we attempt to follow the
leading of G-D’s Holy Spirit.

Check out TJCII on Facebook in English and Spanish!
 Also, visit the home page of www.tjcii.org and scroll down to
TJCII Literature for past issues of the Communique, PDF files

of TJCII booklets, and video downloads of TJCII teachings.
 The teachings include the latest Yeshiva course

Understanding the History of Jews and Gentiles in their
Messiah by Arlene Stucki. 

Sharing the Love of Yeshua with the Refugee
By Avi Mizrachi

Avi contributes the following two articles.  The first describes a result of the
reconciliation between Israeli Messianic Jews and Christian Arabs. They
ministered together to Syrian refugees in Greece.  Avi sees this as the
beginning of fulfillment of the prophecy about a “highway from Egypt to Assyria”
with Israel in the middle.  The second article is a parable, an earthly story with a
heavenly meaning.  As God is preparing the One New Man, are we preparing
for what precedes His return?

As many of you know, the Syrian refugee crisis has been a hot topic in both
political and religious circles since the civil war began in Syria in March 2011.  It
is estimated that over 6 million people have been displaced internally in Syria
and another 4.3 million have been registered under the name “refugee” in
surrounding Middle Eastern nations.  While the news mainly covers the larger
refugee camps in Jordan, there are also a few large camps in Egypt, Lebanon,
Turkey, and Greece.  According to various organizations in the region, 50% of
the refugees from Syria are children who have lost everything. Like all of you,
our hearts are moved by the compassion of God to do something to reach out
to these innocent ones caught in the crossfires of political and religious turmoil.
 
“In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria. The Assyrians will go
to Egypt and the Egyptians to Assyria. The Egyptians and Assyrians will
worship together.” Isaiah 19:23
In the above passage, God, through the prophet Isaiah, proclaims that a
highway will be built from Egypt to Assyria through Israel.  Avi and Chaya truly
believe that now is the time that the Lord is building that highway and that we
as Israeli believers in the Land all have a calling in this prophecy.  Over the last
few years we have seen the Lord do miracle after miracle as He unites Jewish
Israeli believers and Arab Israeli believers in prayer, worship, and outreach. 
These are not acts of man but rather God showing His awesome power in
restoring His love in the hearts of man.  We believe that in some way, God is
going to use the turmoil going on in Syria to shine the light of the Gospel to the
Muslim world.
 
Together with our brothers and sisters from an Arab speaking congregation in
Nazareth, we travelled to Greece. Staying at a House of Prayer in Thessaloniki
provided an opportunity to worship and pray together as we began each day. 
 
On our first day, God opened a door for us to enter a camp outside the city that
had not yet been reached by humanitarian aid. We cleaned a school and
distributed hygiene and sanitation items to hundreds of refugees. We visited
each tent distributing t-shirts and building relationships. Some families joined us
at the house of prayer for a hot meal, fellowship, and family crafts. 
As we spent time loving on the people, we could see the disappointment and
fear wiped from their faces.  We were even able to pray with them and share
electronic bibles. Every single day we saw (former) Muslims give their life to
Yeshua. The harvest is ready!
 
We are asking all of our supporters to pray for us as we take on this endeavor
to be a light of God's Love in these dark times.  Please continue praying for all
the victims of the Syrian civil war, that they may see the truth, and that their
hearts and mind be healed and completely restored. 

Abba, do you have electricity?
By Avi Mizrachi

Last night, just before midnight and in the middle of a storm, my daughter woke
me up and said that she didn’t have any light in her bedroom or bathroom.
Then she told me that she could hear the water running downstairs. I jumped
out of my bed, and ran downstairs. I found my feet in a flood of water in the
middle of my living room and kitchen. I tried to turn on the light switch so that I
could see from where the water was coming. The light would not come on, so I
couldn’t see anything. I went back to my bedroom and found my emergency
flashlight. As I went back to the kitchen with my flashlight, I could see the
problem. One of the pipes under our kitchen sink broke and flooded our kitchen
and into our living room.  

I immediately ran out of the house in the dark, in the pouring rain and turned off
the main water source to our home.  Secondly, I realized the flood had caused
the electricity to not function in the house so we couldn’t turn on the
power. After we were able to stop the water from flooding the house, the whole
family got together in the early hours of the morning with our emergency lights
and candles to clean up the mess.  We had to use our squeegees to push the
flood water out of our house.  

So, my questions to you are: are you in the middle of a storm?  Are you
prepared with extra power for time of emergency?  Did you bring extra oil for
your lamps to last through the midnight hour? 
“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish ones said to
the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.”  Matthew 25:6-8 
I believe, in the midst of the storm, God is ready to move in a mighty way in our
midst.  Are we prepared with extra oil for our lamps for the midnight hour?

My family and I brought all of our emergency lights and candles so we could
see in the dark to clean up the water from the house.  We did this all while
singing and praising the Lord.  We could have gotten upset and started
complaining, (like the Israelites did in the desert for forty years), but we chose
to praise and thank Him in the midst of the storm and in the darkness.  
We had this attack happen to us shortly after we had a very prayerful and
fruitful meeting in Tel Aviv with many of our international representatives of our
ministry, Dugit.  The enemy is mad, but God is good and is victorious!  God is
preparing His bride, the One New Man; Jew and non-Jew as one bride for the
return of the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  Satan knows his time is up
and he is mad, but God is in control.  His perfect will WILL be done and His
purposes and promises will be accomplished.  Amen!

“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew
6:10

Avi Mizrachi is a member of the TJCII International Leadership Council and the
Executive Director of Dugit Messianic Outreach Center and Pastor of Adonai
Roi congregation.

 

The Vision of TJCII 
●    Uniting Jews and Gentiles for the Return of Yeshua: John 17

Working toward reconciliation between Christian and Messianic Jewish
communities. 

●     Working toward the Second Jerusalem Council: Acts 15
       The Jewish apostles of Yeshua did not require Gentiles to become Jews. A

second Jerusalem Council would see the Gentile church welcome Jewish believers
in Yeshua complete with their Jewish identity and practice. 

●    Encouraging Unity that Leads to Restoration: Romans 11
      The work of TJCII is foundational for both Christian and Messianic Jewish

ministries. 

●    Preparing the Way for Yeshua’s Return: Zechariah 8
    Restoring Jewish believers to their rightful place in the Body of Messiah prepares

the way for Yeshua’s return.
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