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North America Leadership Gathering and
Consultation

Dallas, Texas – June 9 & 10, 2015
Introduction By Rabbi Marty Waldman

From across the US and as far away as Africa, Austria,
Hawaii, Mexico and Canada people gathered in Dallas, Texas
to hear more about Toward Jerusalem Council II.  The
excitement and expectation was palpable on our opening
night.  Pastor Jack Hayford returned to Dallas after being the
opening speaker for our first TJCII consultation in 2003. 
During the next day we heard TJCII international leaders who
presented a clear and precise understanding of the vision
and purpose of TJCII.  Some of our regional leaders and
guests also provided inspiring testimonies and reflections of
TJCII in their regions.  Those who attended gleaned much;
many made long term commitments to the vision and all
seemed to depart full of hope and longing for Yeshua’s return
and restoration of the world…Tikkun Olam.

Rabbi Marty Waldman (TJCII host in Dallas, TX)

North America Leadership
Gathering

and Consultation
By Donna Ballard

(Director – TJCII Outreach, International)

Participating in the TJCII North America Consultation was a rare privilege.  Rabbi Marty
Waldman and Dr. Dan Juster initiated the idea for the event, which included seven members
of the TJCII International Leadership Council (ILC).  In June 2014 Rabbi Marty and I met to
begin laying out plans.  As we prayed for God’s direction we sensed His presence.  Rabbi
Marty was impressed, in that moment, to ask Dave Pyles, Director of TJCII international
intercession, to organize a week-long prayer meeting specifically for the Consultation.  This
would include intercessors from across North America and would be held before the end of
2014.  He felt that it was important to speak to Dave about this foundational priority before
we moved forward with our plans.  Rabbi Marty serves with Baruch HaShem Synagogue
where Dave also serves on the pastoral staff; however, Dave was not in the office that day
because of family plans.  As Rabbi Marty hit “send” to text him about his thoughts, we
looked up and there stood Dave in Rabbi Marty’s office.  We were amazed!  He agreed to
organize such an event and in December 2014 over 25 intercessors arrived in Dallas from
across the North America for five days of prayer specifically for the TJCII North America
Consultation.  This was in keeping with the priorities of TJCII as later stated at the
Consultation by The Rev’d Canon Brian Cox, member of the TJCII ILC who said, 
 
“. . .one of the things I have witnessed is how central deep heart-felt prayer is to this
movement; for without it, TJCII would have disappeared a long time ago.  [Prayer] is also
very much a part of the ILC . . . the whole first day of our (annual) meetings is devoted to
prayer – praying to the Lord and praying for each other.”
 
So it was, as those of us prepared for this event, we saw the blessings of the Lord as He
regularly intervened on our behalf.  There were over 60 volunteers involved helping and
facilitating, 16 international speakers, four meals (including two banquets), videos,
transportation, housing, music, etc.
 

One of the most exiting interventions from the Lord was Pastor Jack Hayford’s decision to
be with us.  He explained that he had previously declined an invitation because of an
important long-planned meeting, but the Holy Spirit “quickened” him to change his plans,
attend and share with the North American leaders.  But even with these experiences, we
were still in awe of the heavy presence of the Lord during this event.  Individuals who have
been with TJCII since the beginning years, remarked about the comprehensive overview
presented and said they “understood TJCII in its fullness,” as never before. 
 
Many who have long participated in TJCII often observe that it is a many-layered life
journey.  It can begin by believing TJCII is simply about reconciliation but over the years
one realizes it is much more.  Pastor Jack Hayford opened up the Consultation saying, it is
obvious that TJCII is a “sovereign work of God.” 
 
As Dan Juster said in his profound presentation:
 
“Toward Jerusalem Council II is crucially important because it is the broadest possible
effort both in terms of the level of its embrace of the whole church and its embrace of the
whole Messianic Jewish movement.”
 
In addition to the general sessions, we had a special Israeli lunch where seventeen TJCII
leaders sat at designated tables and led a time of personal discussion and reflection with
Consultation attendees.  At the same time, over 35 younger attendees came together for a
TJCII NOW Generation, North America lunch.  These are individuals under 40 years of age. 
Sr. Mary Paul, assistant to Fr. Peter Hocken in Austria, shared recent events taking place
with the NOW Generation Europe.  Rabbi Marty Waldman stopped in to welcome them and
emphasized the importance of their participation.  Don Finto and Tod McDowell came at the
end of the lunch and spoke with great passion about God’s call on their lives and the
preparation required.  It was a great time of impartation.  Later, in the general session, there
was a call by Dr. Dan Juster to those who would commit to be “young warriors” in the
cause of the Messiah.  Many signed involvement cards to this effect as well as
commitments to pray, seek out young warriors in their own fields of influence, to have
consultations in their own areas, and to become more involved in TJCII.  A great number of
leaders signed The Seven Affirmations (these can be found on the home page of the TJCII
International Web site at www.tjcii.org).  
 
 

Personally, I will take away many experiences, insights and treasures.  Elizabeth Kamau,
our TJCII representative in Africa was one of our speakers – a leader among intercessors in
African countries; and Augustin Enriquez Vargas, Pastor and TJCII Executive in Mexico,
who mentors many Mexican Pastors.  It was truly an honor to be present to hear The Rev’d
Canon Brian Cox share the structure of TJCII with his humor and depth; to absorb the
richness of Dr. Dan Juster’s wealth of knowledge and insight; to glean from John Dawson’s
prophetic insights; and to marvel at Don Finto (85 years old this year) who gave the most
energetic and commanding exhortation of the wonder of Romans 9, 10 & 11 on the final
night.  In his closing remarks that concluded our time together, he brought everyone to their
feet with his impassioned recitation of the entire chapter of Romans 11.  Many remarked,
truly a “Caleb,” is in our midst!  (Don Finto is the founder of “The Caleb Company.”  His,
along with all ILC members’ biographies can be read on the TJCII website.)

 But one thing that stands out in my mind, which I believe to be at the heart of TJCII, is the
display of humility and love that only God can create in the hearts of such a diverse group
of nearly 200 believers.  On Wednesday morning when Rabbi Marty spoke about his early
experiences with the Lord and TJCII, I looked across the room and saw Wayne Wilks, the
President of MJBI who, as a member of the ICL, has walked with Rabbi Marty since TJCII’s
inception.  The look on his face was of absorbed interest, expectancy and admiration for
Rabbi Marty.  I thought, “How many times has he heard Rabbi Marty’s story yet each time it
is a wonder to him because of the humility and unity God has wrought in his heart over the
years.”  The world cries out for this unity and love, yet only through the Messiah can we
realize the answer to Yeshua’s prayer:
 
"I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their
word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also
may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.  The glory which You have
given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one.” John 17:20-23
 
 

"My soul was greatly encouraged with the passion
communicated for the need to 'pass the torch' to others
who would pick up the cause of TJCII.  The present
leadership understands the need and clearly articulated
such.  It was good to hear these Godly men challenge all
of us to pray for God's men and women who will be the
next generation of TJCII leaders." – Jess Mahon, Pastor,
Rocky Mountain Church, Estes Park, CO
 

At our recent gathering in Dallas, a fresh wind from
Heaven blew into our sails as a TJCII movement. 
Having so many of the original founders together along
with an excellent representation of the next generation
leaders created a family dynamic which was a seedbed
for unity and strength.  It is a great honor for me
personally to walk with my Jewish and Gentile brothers
and sisters communicating and living the message of
TJCII which I believe is a key to global revival and in
hastening the return of our Messiah Yeshua." – Tod
McDowell, President, Caleb Company and TJCII North
America Committee member
 

This was my first opportunity to attend the TJCII
Consultation and it far surpassed my expectations.  The
worship and inspiration depth was matched by the
theological and spiritual depth of the speakers.  As a
Gentile believer, I was enriched by the love and insights
of my Jewish believing brothers and sisters.  I look
forward to more participation in this important gathering."
– Dr. A.D. Beacham, Bishop, International Pentecostal
Holiness Church
 

Like Dew from the Lord
A TJCII Odyssey

By Arlene and John Stucki

 

John and Arlene
Stucki

(John is a TJCII Intercessor

and Arlene is a member

of the TJCII North America

Committee)

“Then the remnant of Jacob will be among many peoples like dew from the LORD;
like showers on vegetation which do not wait for man or delay for the sons of man. 
And the remnant of Jacob will be among the nations, among many peoples like a
lion among the beasts of the forest.”  (Micah 5:7-8a)

We were blessed to walk among the people of Israel in the Chicago area for more
than three decades during our child-rearing and career years.  What a journey it was
for us as gentiles!  Since the day the LORD called us to lay we had 11 years of
formal Jewish education.  For many years we taught about Jewish roots in a church
setting and we experienced the struggles of transition from “Hebrew Christianity” to
the Messianic Jewish Community, which we served at large for years.  Then a
Messianic Jewish congregation was birthed.  We led tour groups to Israel.  It was all
such a privilege.  But were we done?  Well, not yet.
 
I can’t even remember the question that led me to call Marty Waldman, who I had
never met.  He invited us to join him in Dallas for a North American consultation for
something called “Toward Jerusalem Council II.”  The invitation was as compelling
as our call to Jewish ministry had been more than 30 years before.  We drove to
Dallas, and found our hearts captured by this vision that was clearly of the LORD. 
We embraced it as the next step in our fiery passion for the Jewish people, which the
LORD had placed in our hearts years before.  Perhaps this was how the LORD
would continue to work out His plans for us as we entered retirement.
 
Estes Park, Colorado is a beautiful mountain town of about 8,000 residents year
round – very different from the congestion, hustle – and Jewishness – of Chicago. 
We settled there, joined a church, and wondered if anyone in this town had any
interest in the Jewish people.  After a few months, we learned of a Jewish couple
that directed a Bible school.  We thought that this might be a Jewish connection and
paid him a visit; but he had no need of our help.  A new neighbor thought that we
were Jewish because, after all, we flew an Israeli flag from our deck along with an
American one.  Those neighbors became good friends, and were very interested in
our love for Israel.  They, along with a woman from our new church to whom the
LORD had given a big heart for Israel, became the beginning of a TJCII intercessory
team.  We invited the one Jewish man that we knew to join us, and over time, this
man fully accepted the truth of the vision of TJCII, and fully engaged with us. 
 
Soon we realized that our church needed to understand the Jewish roots of the
Christian faith and I was permitted to begin a women’s Bible study with that goal in
mind.  We began with 4 people.  Over a period of about 18 months we grew to about
80 people.  One day, one of our members told me about a Jewish woman who had
accepted the LORD through the ministry of our church.  We were also invited to a
Hanukkah party hosted by our one Jewish friend, who was comfortably Jewish at
home, even though his identity was very “Christian” in the church community.  The
new believer, Alison, was there.  I listened to her story, and I remember saying to
her, “Don’t ever forget who you are!”  Christians have misguidedly insisted that the
only way Jews can be a true followers of Jesus is to leave their Jewishness behind
to become “real” Christians.” 
 
Thus began a sweet ministry that we could not have foreseen.  We believed that the
LORD had given us a wonderful opportunity to help Alison learn the privilege of
being a Jew.  To have become a believer in Yeshua (the Hebrew name for Jesus)
brought her into a unique place of sacred history.  She could not get enough of the
roots of her heritage; Jewish things, long forgotten, came alive for her.  Within a year,
her mother came to faith; then her daughter.  We learned of another Jewish woman
who was attending a Bible class with one of the members of our TJCII intercessory
team.  Soon after that I received a call from a Jewish man, new in town, who, with
his Christian wife, was looking for a place to study the Bible.  We practically had a
minion!  We began observing Shabbat together, first by streaming into Baruch
HaShem Messianic Synagogue each week, followed by an Oneg (a shared snack);
then by sharing an Erev Shabbat meal on Friday night and doing the Torah study
together on a weekly basis.  Several tour groups to Israel later, the LORD opened a
door to a new ministry that we could never have envisioned.  Little by little we
learned of the several silent Jewish people, that the LORD had “sprinkled like dew
among us” who lived in Estes Park apart from their Jewish culture for years.  One
summer we held a class entitled, “A Christian looks at the Jewish High Holy Days” in
a public classroom in downtown Estes Park and 35 people came.  At least half of
them were Jewish tourists who attended with enthusiasm. 

The Pastor of our church, a man with a tender heart for the LORD, wanted to learn
about TJCII.  He gathered all the evangelical Pastors in town to attend 3 sessions of
teaching of our new TJCII Curriculum for North America.  Some pastors accepted it;
some rejected it; some were suspicious of it.  However, our pastor fully engaged with
it.  That church has inscribed into its mission statement their determination to stand
with Israel.  Although some members left this evangelical church because of this
stand, the church stands strong and supports Messianic Jewish ministry, and
understands the vision of TJCII. 
 
In 2013, the LORD made it clear to us that our foundational work in Estes Park was
complete.  It was time to allow the next generation to lead.  So Alison and her
husband Steve are now the leaders of the Friday evening Chavurah, which brings
Jews and Gentiles together in fellowship and worship in an authentically Jewish
way.  Their leadership is bearing fruit.  The TJCII Intercessors continue in
faithfulness under the leadership of Jan and Carolyn Evans, the dear couple who
originally thought we were Jewish, and they are leading with amazing skill and
devotion.  Only the LORD knows what is next for Estes Park.
 
John and I are now in Wisconsin, and have been teaching Jewish roots here for 2
years.  This year the LORD enabled the planting of the first TJCII Intercessory team
in this part of the country.  The LORD, who is faithful to His Covenant, is raising up
the redeemed remnant of Israel, even as He is blessing churches, one by one, with a
new heart for His ancient Covenant people, Israel.  Until we are one, as Yeshua and
the Father are one, His people remain “like dew from the LORD among us,” blessing
our fields with the refreshing rain of His Spirit.

Messianic Passover Seder
in the heart of the Budapest Jewish Community

 

By Andrea Simonyi
(a member of the TJCII team in Hungary)

 

Pastor Gabor Ivanyi in center

 

For several years we have had the privilege of sharing a Passover Seder meal in the
home of Julia, a dear and very special friend and holocaust survivor in our
fellowship. 
 
However, since our numbers have now outgrown the boundaries of her walls, Julia
initiated the idea of sharing a Seder at the Baling House Jewish Cultural Center in
downtown Budapest, which we did this year and we are still amazed at the
reception.
 
Inasmuch as I have been working in the Jewish community and still come to the
Jewish community regularly to teach English, it was easy for me to ask for
permission.  Also, we invited Gábor Iványi, a Methodist pastor who has a Jewish
background, to lead the Seder.  Pastor Iványi is one of the “heros”  of the Budapest
Jewish community as he has done amazing work among the homeless, and also
especially to express radical Christian repentance over the Hungarian Holocaust.
The Lord used this very special combination of both our backgrounds, and the
leadership and staff of the center were totally excited about our having a Messianic
Seder within their walls. 
Also, they gave us the room free-of-charge and the local staff served us with
amazing openness and love; and they invited us to have the Seder meal there again
next year as well (unless, of course, we are in Jerusalem by then!).
So, in the midst of growing darkness all around us, we PRAISE THE LORD that He
is lifting up a banner of His love for His people!

 

Impressions of Opening
Day —

TJCII Consultation in Belgium
 By Jeanine Gilis

 

On Saturday, February 14th we welcomed 56 Catholic participants for our TJCII
Belgium meeting.  Fr. Peter Hocken spoke about the “Messianic Hope” and the
different visions of the return of the Messiah for the Church and Messianic
Jews.
 
After a plentiful festive meal, prepared by benevolent volunteers, René Leitner
made a revised presentation on the workings of TJCII.  The whole day was
bathed in light, sympathy and warm fellowship.
 
These were some thankful reactions:

“A new world unfolded to me:  the Bible and all the warm sympathy of
this day.”

“Fr. Peter Hocken is a prophet!” “I liked the atmosphere in which
everyone was welcome and taken as they are.”

“I was deeply moved by the witness of the Messianic Jew (on DVD).”

“. . . I had seldom read or meditated on Romans 9-11.  The in-depth
teaching of Mgr. Peter Hocken gave me the incentive to study these
passages which we seldom hear in our Roman Catholic liturgy.  St. Paul
had a vision of a church where all Jews and Gentiles would become
united in Jesus Christ.  Unfortunately, this vision has not been realized
yet.  Both Gentiles and Jews have damaged St. Paul’s vision.  God chose
the Jews, just as He chose the Gentiles, and He still is working to unite
them.”

“Thanks from the heart for all the abundance of this day, as well the
content and the hospitable welcome.  What a magnificent organization. 
Thanks to all volunteers!”

We thank the Lord Jesus/Yeshua wholeheartedly for all He has been able
to work in our hearts. Maranatha!
 

Two New TJCII Coordinators of Intercession
in Europe

 
TJCII is grateful for the commitment of Christine Braunsteiner and the
wonderful job she has done as the European coordinator for the past three
years.  Sr. Mary Paul Friemel has assisted her and, together, they have
invested much and carry many burdens in prayer.  Johannes Fichtenbauer, our
European director, has asked Paula Leitner and Viera Prokopcova  to take up
this task as European Coordinators for Intercession for TJCII, and these two
ladies would like to introduce themselves:
 

My name is Paula Leitner and I am a 39 year old woman from
the Netherlands.  My profession is as a nurse and I specialize
in home dialysis. 
 
From a very young age the Lord has put a love for Israel in
my heart; He has led me in different ways so this love could
grow and my understanding of God's plan for Israel would
grow.  I got in touch with TJC II through my dad, who has
been a National Coordinator for the Netherlands for many
years.  But TJC II was his thing and not mine.  However, this
changed when I went to live in Israel in 2008 and God made
me feel His pain about the brokenness of His body.  From
that time I got involved with the Now Generation and with the
TJCII intercession during the annual leadership meetings in
Israel.  Since January 2015 I have been back in the
Netherlands and am part of the Dutch intercessory group
here and also on the national team.
 

My name is Viera Prokopcova and I am a 29 year old young
woman from southern Slovakia, currently living and working
in Bratislava.  My profession is as a training coordinator in
Human Resources.  I am Roman Catholic and a member of
the Good Shepherd Community in Bratislava. 
 
When I was 19 years old the Lord has changed my life, and
since then the longing for unity in the church and prayers for
Israel and the Jewish people started to grow in my heart.  The
first time I heard about the vision of TJCII was in 2011.  Since
2012 I grew more into the vision and became a TJCII
intercessor in Bratislava.  Since 2014 I have been the
Coordinator of the Bratislava intercessory group and
represent the Bratislava region in our National Team.
 

Together, our responsibility is to coordinate the TJCII intercession in Europe. 
For this purpose we write a monthly prayer letter.  We desire to see each
country individually to discover their calling and destiny in the Kingdom, so
that one day we can bring the riches of the nations to Israel.
 

Your tax-deductible donations are what enable TJCII to
continue the mission of restoration and reconciliation of

Jews and Gentiles around the world.
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