
TJCII Europe
on the Way 
By Kees Slijkerman 

October 22nd-25th 2007, about 
seventy people gathered in   Hel-
voirt in the Netherlands for a 
European meeting of TJCII. They 
came from Sweden, Germany, 
Ireland, England, France, Spain, 
Italy, Rumania, Hungary, Aus-
tria, Switzerland, Belgium and 
The Netherlands. An official rep-
resentative of the biggest Re-
formed Church (Protestantse 
Kerk in Nederland) joined us one 
afternoon.

We were blessed to have also two 
Messianic Jewish brothers from Je-
rusalem: the young man Eyal Fried-
man and Benjamin Berger, who did 
a Bible study with us every morning. 
Among the topics he addressed 
were the mystery of Israel and the 
universal Church, unity and distinct-
iveness in God and in the body of 
Messiah (like in a married couple). 
'We have to find out who we are as 
Jews and as Gentiles in the one 
Body of Messiah', he said. 

HUGE CHALLENGES 
Peter Hocken clearly explained in 

his talk the great challenges we 
face on the way to reconciliation. 
We all have to change our mind-
sets, theology and exegesis: 'huge 
challenges to all traditions'. 'The 
longer the history of your church, 
the bigger the challenges'. He ad-
dressed the Marano-issue, the 
Catholic-Evangelical issue and the 
different way of thinking between 
Eastern Orthodox Christians 
(communal) and Western Christian-
ity (individualistic). In all ecumenical 
challenges the Messianic move-
ment brings new perspectives.  

DEEPEST WOUND IN EUROPE 
A very special testimony came from 

Germany. The rather young Messi-
anic Jewish man Vladimir Pikman 
from Berlin, explained that the Jew-
ish population in Germany grew 
enormously since 1991 with 

250.000 
Jews, mainly 
coming from 
Russia. And 
the number 
of Messianic 

Jews grew from maybe 100 in 1990 
to 5000 in 2007 (most of them are in 
Christian Churches, one thousand 
are in Messianic Jewish congrega-
tions). They are very active, produc-
ing a newspaper (in German and in 
Russian) and developing academic 
teaching.
Vladimir touched the deepest 
wound in European history (Shoa) 
by saying that this unexpected 
growth is a sign from God, a sign of 
forgiveness to the Germans. For 
most Jews and for the leaders of 
the historic Churches in Germany 
the rise of the Messianic movement 
is a phenomenon that causes mixed 
feelings in the light of history. 'We 
don't have many friends', he said. 
He loves to visit friends in Europe 
(www.BeitSarShalom.org).

HOMEWORK 
Europe started to give a sound con-
tribution to the theological work for 
TJCII. A lot of things have to be 
more: more national TJCII commit-
tees are to be established, better 
fundraising, inviting more young 
people etc. All were invited to a next 
European TJCII-meeting, 6th-10th 
July 2008 in Romania. 
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PROPOSED STATEMENT FOR CHURCH BODIES TO
AFFIRM THE  MESSIANIC JEWISH MOVEMENT

Consistent with the principle established in the original Jerusalem Council of Acts 
Chapter 15 regarding respect for diversity in the Body of Christ concerning Jewish and 
Gentile identity, we __________________________________ do make the following 
affirmations: 

  1. We affirm the election of Israel, its irrevocable nature and God’s unfinished work with the Jewish people 
regarding salvation and the role of Israel as a blessing to the nations.  

  2. We affirm that Jews who come to faith in the Messiah, Jesus, are called to retain their Jewish identity and 
live as part of their people in ways consistent with the New Covenant.  

  3. We affirm the formation of Messianic Jewish congregations as a significant and effective way to express 
Jewish collective identity (in Jesus) and as a means of witnessing to Jesus before the Jewish community.  We 
also affirm Jewish groupings which are part of churches when they are committed to Jewish life and identity.  

  4. We affirm our willingness as an ecclesiastical body to build bridges to the Messianic Jewish community; to 
extend the hand of friendship and to pray for their growth and vitality.  We will do so even in the midst of pres-
sure from the local or national Jewish community.  

  5. We affirm our willingness to share our resources with Messianic Jewish congregations, mission organiza-
tions and theological training institutes so as to empower them to fulfill their God-given purpose.  

  6. We affirm our willingness to be a voice within our own ecclesiastical structures and spheres of influence 
against all forms of anti-semitism, replacement theology (supercessionism) and teaching that precludes the 
expression of Jewish identity in Jesus.  

  7. Finally, we affirm that as Jewish and Gentile expressions of life in Jesus grow organically side by side with 
distinct identities that God will be glorified; that the Kingdom of Heaven will be advanced and that the vision of 
“the one new man” in Ephesians 2 will unfold as part of the original Abrahamic blessing to the nations.  
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The above suggested affirmations were recently drawn up by Dr . Daniel Juster and revised by 
Canon Brian Cox. The TJCII Executive Board has revi sed and approved the content as an answer to 
the question often asked TJCII, “ What response are you looking for from the Christia n Churches?”



The North America Committee (NAC) 
consists of nine members and five 
advisors.  These individuals have per-
sonally committed to furthering the 
TJCII vision of unity between Jew and 
Gentile in the one Body of Messiah 
(Christ) in North 
America.  The 
NAC strategy is 
primarily to make 
known to church 
leaders and 
Christian scholars the restoration of 
the Jewish root of the church and to 
encourage them to embrace an op-
portunity to help the Messianic Move-

ment.  The intent of this strategy is to 
help the Messianic Movement to 
thrive without placing gentile oriented 
constraints upon it. 

On February 19th, approximately 184 
people attended the first TJCII North 
America Banquet hosted by the North 
America Committee.  The banquet 
was held in Dallas, Texas at Baruch 
HaShem Messianic Synagogue.  The 
event launched the new TJCII focus 
in Canada, Mexico and 
the United States of 
America.  Don Finto was 
the keynote speaker and 
emphasized that, “The 

message that we carry that has to go 
around the world is this: Jew and 
Gentile together in Messiah.”  Don set 
a challenge for North America to gos-
sip the message that, “Israel is back 
in the Land.  They are back in Jerusa-
lem which is a fulfillment of Luke 21.”  
Even more exciting is the fact that, 
“the Jewish believers are back in 
force and world revival is connected 
to their return” (Romans 11:12,15 and 

Ezekiel 36:23).  “The Church is awak-
ening to her Jewish roots.” 

One banquet guest wrote, “Yeshua’s 
presence was palpable tonight!  I 
bless His name for the privilege of 
being at Baruch HaShem to catch the 
vision of TJCII.” 
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North America 
Arise!
By Jo Stoll 

To help the 
Messianic

Movement to 
thrive. 
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North America Committee and Advisors 

Front row: Jean Cadet, Marleen Waldman, Raleigh Washington, Agustin Enr iquez, Arlene 
Stucki and Sara Enriquez  

Second row: Ari Waldman, Charlotte Allen, Tod McDowell, Marty Waldman and Wayne 
Wilks, Jr. 

Third row: Dalton Allen, John Stucki and Don Finto 

We Need Your Help 

Please consider receiving your 
TJCII newsletter via email.  This 
will aid TJCII by reducing printing 

and postage costs for the Commu-
niqué.  If you are willing to try this 
email newsletter format, please 

register online at:  
www.tjcii.org/subscribe.php .

Thank you 

The North America 
Committee

By Jo Stoll 

Don Finto, key-note speaker 
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Why I Am a Part of 
TJCII

By Peter Hocken 

As I look back on 76 years of life, I 
can see that TJCII fits totally with 
the way the Lord has led me.  I had 
been brought up an Anglican, but in 
1954 I decided to become a Roman 
Catholic.  The following year, the 
Lord placed a deep burden for unity 
on my heart and showed me that 
my Anglican upbringing was an as-
set not a hindrance.  Through the 
Second Vatican Council I received a 
deep burden for the renewal of the 
Church (1960s).  Through the char-
ismatic renewal I knew that unity 
and renewal can only come about 
through the Holy Spirit of God 
(1970s).  Even from my seminary 
days I understood in some way that 
Israel is at the heart of the unity is-
sue.

In 1977, I heard of Messianic Jews 
taking part in the massive charis-
matic conference in Kansas City.  
Through contact with the Union de 

Prière, a Reformed fellowship in 
France, I learned about Israel’s role 
in the preparation for the second 
coming of the Lord.  In the early 
1990s, I was writing a book called 

The Glory and the Shame in which I 
tried to bring all these things to-
gether.  Amazingly, I wrote about 
the role of the Messianic Jews with-

out meeting any and 
without worshiping in a 
Messianic congregation!  
That may seem like na-
ïveté or arrogance, but 
somehow the Lord used 

it.  Soon after I met Dan Juster for 
the first time, and he was deeply 
moved by this book.  Out of that 
came the invitation to join the TJCII 
committee.

My twelve years in TJCII have not 
been an extra, something added on 
from outside to who I am and what I 
do.  I see how I have been privi-
leged to have become part of a con-
tinuing unfolding of the Lord’s pur-
poses, in which the Holy Spirit is 
leading the Body of Christ through 
humility and repentance toward the 
full reconciliation of Jew and Gentile 
in Messiah Jesus.  Maranatha, 
come Lord Jesus! 

         
Please send your tax-deductible donations to: 

TJCII
6304 Belt Line Road 
Dallas, Texas 75254 

USA 

Supporting TJCII 

Thank you for supporting with your prayers and 
financial gifts which made possible our first North 
America Banquet and our first European Meeting. 

Why not consider a monthly gift to TJCII?  Begin-
ning May 1st, you may sign-up online for reoccur-

ring debits from credit cards or checking ac-
counts.  Simply visit our secure website at 

www.tjcii.org or call 972.726.9964 for assistance .

Peter Hocken speaking at the 
TJCII Meeting in

Helvoirt, Netherland 
(see cover story) 
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A Special Thanks to 
Linda Fulmer 

With the last issue of 2007, 
Linda Fulmer completed six 

years of service as editor of the 
TJCII Communiqué.

The executive committee wants 
to express the gratitude of all to 
Linda for her devoted and crea-

tive work as editor.   

Her place is now being taken by 
Jo Stoll of the TJCII International 

Office in Dallas, Texas.  
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